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Adams-Columbia Hosts Virtual Annual Meeting

Board Secretary Karen Fahey, Board Chair Cheri
Gibeaut, General Manager Jay Porter host
Adams-Columbia Electric Cooperative's virtual
annual meeting.

Adams-Columbia Electric Cooperative hosted its 33rd
annual meeting on Thursday, May 21, via Facebook
Live. Board Secretary Karen Fahey joined Board Chair
Cheri Gibeaut, and Adams-Columbia General Manager
Jay Porter, all sitting a safe distance apart at a table for
the meeting.

The co-op’s attorney announced election results via
conference call, and the panel welcomed the winners—
Gary Skolarz (District 5), James S. Kelly (District 7), and
Aaron Bonnett (at large)—to the board.

The panel also thanked past directors for their years of
service and dedication to the co-op, including Kendal
Nichols, who retired in October after serving 38 years on
the board, 25 of them as board chair; Scott Link, who
left the board following the 33rd annual meeting, after
serving 14 years on the board, including three years as
treasurer; and Karen Fahey, who has served on the
board since 2013, and served as treasurer for the past
two years.

Gibeaut also offered thanks and gratitude to Porter and
all of the staff at Adams-Columbia for their great work
and dedication during the pandemic.

In the absence of a live discussion, the panel
encouraged members to reach out to Porter or a board
member with any questions or concerns.

In the absence of a live discussion, the panel encouraged members to reach out to Porter or a board
member with any questions or concerns.

Know Your Legislator: Senate Minority Leader Janet Bewley

Wisconsin State Senator Janet Bewley (D–Mason) was recently elected to serve as Senate Minority 
Leader by her colleagues. Bewley represents Senate District 25, which borders Lake Superior in the 
northern-most part of the state and runs south past Rice Lake. She served in the Assembly from 2010–
2014 and was first elected to represent her Senate District in 2015.

Bewley was awarded WECA’s Enlightened Legislator Award in 2018 for her work in the legislature on 
behalf of electric cooperatives.
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Condenser reached out to her recently to talk about the new 
leadership position. Below are her responses, in their entirety.

Congratulations on your election to minority leader. What 
are your goals with this new leadership position?

I am honored that my colleagues have entrusted me with the 
responsibility of serving as the Senate Democratic Leader. I 
am excited to carry on the work started by my predecessor, 
Jennifer Shilling, to guide the Senate Democratic caucus 
through the rest of this session. I look forward to working with 
my all my colleagues to champion the values and ideals of 
Wisconsinâ€™s hardworking families across the state and 
return in an even better position next session.

What challenges do you anticipate?

The current COVID-19 crisis has created some difficult struggles for Wisconsin families and communities 
and has also escalated a hyper partisan environment in the legislature. The legislature did pass a bill 
regarding COVID-19 relief, but it did the bare minimum and failed to adequately provide the tools that we 
need to effectively deal with this crisis. There is still more work to be done to help the families, farmers, 
the small businesses, those without internet—all the people of our state who are suffering in this 
pandemic.

You have been recognized as a champion of electric co-ops in the past. What accomplishments 
are you most proud of?

I was thrilled to be the recipient of the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association’s (WECA) Enlightened 
Legislator of the Year Award in 2018—the light bulb mint dispenser is front and center on my desk in my 
Madison office. One thing that I am most proud of is the work I did with my colleagues to pass 2017 
Senate Bill 281, which made long needed changes to cooperative law. That added flexibility was a 
positive step forward that will allow cooperatives to remain competitive in today’s ever-changing economic 
landscape.

What do you think are some of the greatest challenges facing electric co-ops today? Where do 
you stand on each of these issues?

Wisconsin’s aging utility infrastructure will present increasing challenges for community safety and 
economic opportunities. Electric co-ops will need to make significant investments in 21st century 
infrastructure.

Finding ways to help communities increase broadband access is imperative if electric cooperatives are 
going to continue to their successful history of offering services beyond just provision of reliable electricity. 
For-profit communication companies aren’t going to make the kind of investments in broadband that will 
allow rural areas to fully utilize today’s technology either for personal or economic purposes. I will 
continue to enthusiastically support cooperatives in their efforts to fill this gap.

Some legislative issues that electric co-ops have identified as important are revisions to the law to clarify 
whether annual meetings can be held virtually, assistance for cooperatives to help with rural broadband 
expansion, and of course, tax relief in light of the pandemic. Given the current circumstances—and the 
constant growth in technology—it’s imperative that we make it clear that any organization’s annual 
meetings can be held virtually.

And I support targeted tax relief, especially for cooperatives who are out on the front lines fighting for their 
members. 

The pandemic has had a profound effect on many people across the state, both physically and 
economically. What is your opinion on when and how the state should reopen?

During a time of confusion and fear, people need guidance as well as clear and consistent leadership. I
was disappointed by the Supreme Court’s decision to strike down statewide standards, which only
created additional chaos and confusion. As the Governor said, opening the state during a pandemic isn’t
like flipping a switch. I hope that everyone will rely on the advice of the public health officials at DHS and
the economic development partners at WEDC, on how to safely reopen our economy without putting
public health at risk.
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Bewley heads out on a hike with the women of the
North Country Trail Navigators.

Going forward, what would you like to see the
state do to help with recovery, particularly
those small businesses in rural areas and
farms that are in financial crisis?

During the coming months, it is critical for the state
to also make investments in our communities and
not rely solely on the assistance from the federal
government. This virus is impacting every facet of
our lives. We need to collaborate and take action
as soon as possible to address a wide range of
pressing issues. Different parts of the state are
going to need different types of assistance, and
we need to use state government to help provide
the assistance that is needed.

Why do you think electric cooperatives are a value to the communities they serve and the state as
a whole?

I have long been a huge fan of the cooperative model. For too many years to politely count, I’ve shopped
at co-ops, purchased insurance from a co-op, and depended on a co-op for our electricity and internet
access. Northern Wisconsin couldn’t make it without our electric cooperatives. In addition to providing us
with the power we need, they generate local jobs, reinvest profits locally, and provide maximum benefits
to their members—a pretty good value in my mind.

COVID-19 Watch: Case Numbers Spike

As businesses across the state continue to work toward full
reopening, the number of new COVID-19 cases and deaths hit a
record this week, with 599 new cases on Wednesday, and 22
deaths. The rise in cases comes after the Memorial Day holiday
weekend, in which many people flocked to beaches, lakes, and
vacation homes.

Statewide, the cumulative total is 16,462 confirmed cases* and 539
deaths. The counties with the greatest number are Milwaukee
(6,748), Brown (2,285), Racine (1,579), Kenosha (1,033), and Dane
(652). Also this week, the national total of deaths in which COVID-19
was a factor topped 100,000.

*Includes persons who have since recovered.
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Pandemic Response Aide

This week Governor Tony Evers announced the release of $200 million from federal CARES Act dollars
to local governments. Evers' says “Routes to Recovery” grants are intended to help counties, cities,
villages, towns, and tribal nations pay for COVID-19 response and recovery and can be used to pay for:

FMLA and sick leave for public employees to take precautionary measures
Emergency operations costs for public health, emergency services, and law enforcement
Purchase of personal protective equipment
Cleaning/sanitizing supplies and services, including those related to elections
Temporary isolation housing for infected or at-risk individuals
Testing and contact tracing costs above those covered by existing state programs
Meeting local match requirements for expenses submitted for reimbursement by FEMA, to the
extent allowed by federal law

*** Renters impacted by COVID-19 may now be eligible for assistance. Click here for more information.

*** Eligibility requirements for those needing help to pay utility bills have been changed due to the
pandemic. Click here for more information.

Iowa Green Lights Disconnects for Non-Payers

The Iowa Utilities Board (IUB), which is Iowa’s version
of the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin,
decided last week to allow utilities to start
disconnecting customers with unpaid bills. Back in
March, the IUB issued an order suspending all utility

disconnects, and the order applied to “all electric and natural gas utilities, including investor-owned,
municipal, and cooperative, plus all investor-owned water utilities.”

Under the new order, electric cooperatives, and municipal electric and natural gas utilities were allowed to
start the disconnection process as of yesterday (May 28), if certain conditions are met. Investor-owned
utilities can begin disconnections starting July 1.

The mandates that must be met before disconnecting include sending a bill, as well as a 12-day
disconnection notice. The utility must also contact the customer or member 48 hours before a
disconnection “either by telephone or door hanger.” If the utility chooses to issue that notice by phone, it
has to speak to a resident, and not just leave a voicemail.

Under the order, utilities must delay disconnections for 30 days if a resident is under quarantine for
COVID-19, according to a verbal request.

Iowa Utilities Board Approves Cardinal-Hickory Creek Line

The Iowa Utilities Board this week approved a petition for the Cardinal-Hickory transmission line to run 
through the Iowa counties of Clayton and Dubuque, en route to Wisconsin.

Dairyland Power Cooperative, American Transmission Company, and ITC Midwest are building the 102-
mile, 345-kilovolt line that will extend from Dubuque, Iowa, to Middleton, Wis. The Wisconsin Public 
Service Commission unanimously approved the project plan in September.

The Iowa board found that the proposal was in the public interest, allowing the companies the right of 
eminent domain necessary for the project.

The $492 million project is expected to offer economic savings, improve reliability, and relieve congestion 
on the grid, which will allow for expansion of solar and wind projects.
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Alliant Energy Seeks to Become Wisconsin’s Largest Solar
Operator
Alliant Energy this week announces plans to buy about $900 million worth of new solar power plants in
Wisconsin. Alliant filed applications Wednesday with the Public Service Commission, requesting approval
to purchase six solar projects totaling 675 megawatts of capacity. The projects, which are still in
development, will be located in Grant, Jefferson, Richland, Rock, Sheboygan, and Wood counties.

In total, this capacity is enough to power about 175,000 Wisconsin homes for a year. If approved, the
solar buys would make Alliant the largest solar operator in Wisconsin. Alliant says it plans to add up to
1,000 megawatts of solar by 2024.

Last week, Alliant Energy, in partnership with Adams-Columbia Electric Cooperative, Central Wisconsin
Electric Cooperative, and Rock Energy Cooperative, put in service a new 730-megawatt combined-cycle,
natural gas generating station near Beloit.

Alliant also announced plans to shutter its 400-megawatt Edgewater coal plant in Sheboygan by the end
of 2022. This comes after Dairyland Power Cooperative’s announcement that it will shut down its 345-
megawatt Genoa coal plant by next year.

Wisconsin Joins Lawsuit Over Mileage Standards Rollback

Wisconsin joins nearly two dozen states in a California-led lawsuit filed Wednesday against the Trump
Administration for rolling back mileage standards for carmakers that were put in place under the Obama
Administration.

The states are asking the U.S. Court of Appeals to review the actions by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, the Department of Transportation Department, and its National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration that led to the Safer Affordable Fuel-Efficient (SAFE) Vehicles rule issued in March. The
new rule requires automakers to work toward increasing fuel efficiency in new cars by 1.5 percent, within
about five years. The Obama standard required a 5 percent increase in fuel efficiency, which the
administration said was a necessary initiative to address transportation industry’s effect on climate
change through fossil-fuel emissions.

In Memory: Frank Jasurda
May 20, 1931–May 24, 2020

Frank Anthony Jasurda, age 89, of Phillips, passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, May 24, 2020, at Aspirus Pleasant 
View Nursing Home with family present, according to his 
obituary. Jasurda was born on the family farm in Phillips in 
1931, before the Rural Electrification Act was a reality. He 
later took over the farm and served on the boards of Price 
Electric Cooperative, Dairyland Power Cooperative, and 
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association (WECA).

“Frank was such a gentleman and a positive force in 
everything he did,” recalls Brian Rude of Dairyland Power.
“He cared deeply about his community and was committed to

the cooperative movement. Everywhere Frank went, he 
made friends and kept them. His service and dedication as a 
Dairyland board member was superb.”

Jasurda served on the Price Electric Board from 1994 through 
2011, the WECA board from 2003 through 2008, and Dairyland 
Power board from 1999 through 2010. On the board of Dairyland 
Power, he served several terms on the Executive Committee, as 
well as other committees.

Jasurda is survived by his wife of 68 years, Donna, their six 
children, 18 grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren.

Due to the pandemic, a private family funeral is planned.
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Opinion: Community Banks Come Through for Small Business

In business, bigger is better, right? Bigger companies or organizations have more money, greater
resources, flashier web pages, fancier lobbies, handier apps, and in the banking world, lower interest
rates, right? Why waste time with a community bank or credit union? The pandemic, and the take-down it
posed to small businesses, quickly revealed the answer. Like electric cooperatives, community banks are
community focused, and all across the country, the crisis that dropped like a bomb on so many small
businesses owners revealed exactly what care for community means.

As recently reported in the Wall Street Journal (WSJ), when the federal government released the first
$350 billion to help small businesses which were forced to shut down or scale back due to the pandemic,
it was largely community banks that came through. According to the WSJ, banks with under $10 billion in
assets approved 60 percent of loans in the first round of the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), which
is the lifeline that offers loan forgiveness to businesses negatively impacted by the pandemic, if the
money is used for payroll. The smallest banks, with less than $1 billion in assets, approved 20 percent of
those loan dollars.

Large banks such as Wells Fargo and Citigroup delayed even accepting applications until they could
build an online portal, and then, some report, they focused on the larger customers first. Community
bankers, by contrast, worked from home offices or among slim staff to process loans right away. With the
ability to “change gears” faster than their larger counterparts, some redirected other staff to process
loans, often working nights and weekends. For the first round of funding, Choice Bank, which serves
North Dakota and Minnesota, approved $375 million in loans to 1,500 businesses, 13 times more than
JPMorgan, which is 1,000 times its size, according to the WSJ.

With interest rates of 1 percent, the PPP loans are not a big moneymaker for banks, but small banks are
motivated by both the desire to make sure their community businesses survive, as well as the potential to
gain their future business, if they don’t have it already.

To be fair, in this case, the playing field is not exactly equal. Larger banks have more approval layers than
smaller banks, for regulatory reasons. If you want to launder a large amount of cash from a Mexican drug
cartel, you probably won’t have a lot of luck in a small-town community bank, where everyone seems to
know everyone. Larger banks must have more safeguards in place.

Large banks made up lost ground in the second round of PPP loans, but for many small business
owners, it was too late. The comment section following the WSJ story provides an exclamation point to
the claim, with stories of small business owners who found success in getting the PPP lifeline through
their community banks.

One small business owner from the Barron Electric Cooperative area weighed in with the following:

“My small company has worked with Dairy State Bank, in Rice Lake, WI since just a couple of days after 
our move from California to Wisconsin in 1988. My son went to high school and played basketball with 
the bank president's son, and on the rare occasions when I happen to be in town I stop by the bank, 
and if Mike, the president, is not busy I stop and chat, and often for much longer than a quick ‘hello’.

Because the bank has less than $1B in assets (I just found this out), they are not an SBA
lender. However, on the FIRST day of the PPP we submitted our application.

It turns out that the ‘new’ application, which came out the next day, did not require my signature, but did 
require 2 numbers that were not asked for initially. Mike, the bank president, called me at home on 
Sunday, within 48 hours of the application opening, and we got the 2 numbers to him. He called back 
Sunday evening to say it had been accepted by the SBA.

It funded a few days later. Small banks rule!”
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The performance of the community banks in responding to small business owners is a reaffirmation for 
some who argued back in the ‘90s that “bigger” investor-owned utilities would not be able to “better” 
serve electric cooperative members.

When faced with a potential competitive environment, co-op supporters back then argued that being 
small, co-ops can also be nimble and responsive, unlike their larger counterparts. They pointed out that 
electric co-ops are member-owned, not-for-profit, and community-focused, which means they are fueled 
by staff that is fiercely dedicated to the organization and its members, as opposed to a smaller arm of a 
larger corporation. This community integration means they are able to anticipate and solve problems, 
before a member is negatively affected.

This reminds me of the first small business owner profiled in the WSJ story. Steve Novak was days away 
from closing the doors on his North Dakota café when his community bank reached out to him. He 
secured a $10,400 PPP loan that allowed him to pay his seven-member staff.

“Normally you’ve got to fight tooth-and-nail with a banker to get any money,” said Mr. Novak, who 
reopened his dining room after North Dakota allowed restaurants to resume table service on May 1.
“These guys came to me.”

Thank you, community banks, for demonstrating the importance of care for community when it was so 
desperately needed.—Julie Lund

Do you have a news item you would like to see included in Condenser? Please don't hesitate to
send any suggestions, feedback, or general thoughts to Julie Lund, Director of News and
Communication at julie@weca.coop.

Visit Our Website

View Condenser Archives

Prefer to read Condenser in your browser? Click View as Webpage
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